Current issues in quality improvement in cystic fibrosis.
The modern history of cystic fibrosis (CF) is one of continuous improvement. Guidelines and evidence-based medicine provide a general roadmap for directing improvement efforts. Data and measurement are central to quality improvement (QI), a way of keeping score and staying on track. This article describes the history and context of QI in CF, the use of guidelines and data with some examples from the work of one regional consortium, some approaches to developing QI skills with a view to implementing and managing desired changes in CF clinic settings, and the potential benefits and impact of public reporting and data transparency.